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Course Description
Focusing on American literature, this junior-level English course takes students on a journey
spanning from Native American origin myths to contemporary works. In an engaging course
structure, students explore classic American literature in chronological order and within the context
of literary eras. Over two semesters, students read and analyze canonical works from authors such
as Frederick Douglass, Edgar Allan Poe, Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman, Nathanial Hawthorne, Kate
Chopin, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Langston Hughes. In addition to the literature, the course also
integrates communication, grammar, and writing lessons throughout to improve students’ ability to
discuss the readings in a scholarly setting.

Course Objectives
Throughout the course, you will meet the following goals:
 Demonstrate knowledge of foundational works of American literature
 Analyze seminal works of American literary nonfiction and evaluate their structure and
reasoning
 Analyze the impact of an author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of
a text
 Demonstrate increasing sophistication in the six traits of writing
 Learn to use Standard English from a variety of grammar lessons

Student Expectations
This course requires the same level of commitment from you as a traditional classroom course
would. Throughout the course, you are expected to spend approximately 5–7 hours per week online
on the following activities:
 Interactive lessons that include a mixture of instructional videos and tasks
 Assignments in which you apply and extend learning in each lesson
 Assessments including quizzes, tests, and cumulative exams

Communication
Your teacher will communicate with you regularly through discussions, e-mail, chat, and system
announcements. Through this communication with your teacher, you will monitor your progress
through the course and improve your learning by reviewing material that was challenging for you.
You will also communicate with classmates, either via online tools or face-to-face, as you do the
following:
 Collaborate on projects
 Ask and answer questions in your peer group
 Develop speaking and listening skills

Grading Policy
You will be graded on the work you do online and the work you submit electronically to your teacher.
The weighting for each category of graded activity is listed below.
Assignments

10%
10%

Lesson Quizzes

20%

Unit Tests

30%

Cumulative Exams

20%

Essays

20%

Additional

0%

Scope and Sequence
When you log into the Virtual Classroom, you can view the entire course map, which provides a scope
and sequence of all topics you will study. Clicking a lesson’s link in the course map leads to a page
listing instructional activities, assignments, and learning objectives specific to that lesson. The units
of study are summarized below.
Unit 1:

American Literature: Origins

Unit 2:

American Literature: Foundations

Unit 3:

American Literature: Romanticism, Transcendentalism, and American Gothic

Unit 4:

American Literature: American Poets – Emily Dickenson and Walt Whitman

Unit 5:

American Literature: Realism

Unit 6:

American Literature: Changing America

Unit 7:

World Literature: Theme – Challenges and Obstacles

Unit 8:

American Literature: Modern Age

Unit 9:

American Literature – Contemporary Literature

Unit 10: The Information Age

